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6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills 
to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the 
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make 
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive 
citizens in local, national, and global communities. 
 

Era:  

• Three Worlds Meet (Beginnings to 1620) 

• Colonization and Settlement (1585-1763) 

• Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820s) 

• Expansion and Reform (1801-1861) 

• Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877) 
 
 
 
6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to 
be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by 
working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an 
interconnected world. 
 
 

Active citizens in the 21st century: 
 

• Determine the credibility and value of information, while also considering context, 

point of view, and multiple perspectives. 

• Analyze sources of prejudice and discrimination and propose solutions to eliminate 

them.  

• Collaboratively evaluate possible solutions to problems and conflicts that arise in an 

interconnected world. 

• Critically analyze information, make ethical judgments, and responsibly address 

controversial issues. 

• Communicate through rational and persuasive written and oral arguments to present 

solutions to controversial issues. 

• Make informed and reasoned decisions and accept responsibility for the consequences 

of their actions and/or inactions. 

• Take actions that result in a more just and equitable society. 

Social Studies Standards Grade 8 
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The following curriculum areas and instructional activities should be utilized during the 
course of study: 

 

 

  

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World Era: Three Worlds Meet (Beginnings to 1620)  

A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Compare and contrast forms of governance, 
belief systems, and family structures among 
African, European, and Native American 
groups. 

• Have students create a poster comparing 
and contrasting significant historical 
figures from Africa, Europe, and Native 
American society (Askia the Great, 
Aristotle, and Huayna Capac). 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World Era: Three Worlds Meet (Beginnings to 1620)  

B. Geography, People, and the Environment 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Describe migration and settlement patterns 
of Native American groups, and explain 
how these patterns affected interactions in 
different regions of the Western 
Hemisphere. 

2. Analyze the world in spatial terms, using 
historical maps to determine what led to the 
exploration of new water and land routes. 

• Have students create a large map of North 
America showing the migratory patterns of 
specific Native American tribes and where 
the finally settled. 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World Era: Three Worlds Meet (Beginnings to 1620) 

C. Economics, Innvation, and Technology 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Evaluate the impact of science, religion, 
and technology innovations on European 
exploration. 

2. Explain why individuals and societies 
trade, how trade functions, and the role of 

• Have students create an advertisement for 
a product created during this period.  
Student will have to identify the purpose 
of the product as well as it target audience. 
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trade during this period. 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World Era: Three Worlds Meet (Beginnings to 1620)  

D. History, Culture, and Perspectives 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Compare and contrast gender roles, 
religion, values, cultural practices, and 
political systems of Native American 
groups. 

2. Explain how interactions among African, 
European, and Native American groups 
began a cultural transformation. 

3. Evaluate the impact of the Colombian 
Exchange on ecology, agriculture, and 
culture from different perspectives. 

• Watch the film “Dances with Wolves” and 
have students write a paper comparing and 
contrasting Sioux values, cultural 
practices, and political system to that of 
Americans and Europeans. 

• Complete a map exercise that involves 
examining trade items and locations 
between Europe and the colonies. 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World Era:  Colonization and Settlement (1585-1763) 

A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Determine the roles of religious freedom 
and participatory government in various 
North American colonies. 

2. Explain how and why early government 
structures developed, and determine the 
impact of these early structures on the 
evolution of American politics and 
institutions. 

3. Explain how race, gender, and status 
affected social, economic, and political 
opportunities during Colonial times. 

• Have students create a PowerPoint 
presentation focusing on specific religious 
groups that moved to the New World 
during the colonial period (Pilgrims, 
Puritans, Quakers).  Presentation can 
include push-pull reasons for migration, 
location of settlements, type of 
government formed in the colonies, and 
unique characteristics of the religious 
group. 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World Era:  Colonization and Settlement (1585-1763) 

B. Geography, People, and the Environment 
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Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Determine factors that impacted 
emigration, settlement patterns, and 
regional identities of the colonies. 

2. Compare and contrast how the search for 
natural resources resulted in conflict and 
cooperation among European colonists and 
Native American groups in the New World. 

• Have students research which Native 
American tribes sided with the British and 
French during the French and Indian War 
and their reason(s) for aligning with 
certain groups. 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World Era:  Colonization and Settlement (1585-1763) 

C. Economics, Innovation, and Technology 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Relate slavery and indentured servitude to 
Colonial labor systems. 

2. Explain the system of mercantilism and its 
impact on the economies of the colonies 
and European countries. 

3. Analyze the impact of triangular trade on 
multiple nations and groups. 

• Have students watch the film “Slave Ship” 
(an hour-long Discovery Channel show) 
and create a timeline detailing the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade.  

• Have students create a side-by-side 
comparison of an indentured servant and 
an African slave.  The comparison should 
also include an image. 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World Era:  Colonization and Settlement (1585-1763) 

D. History, Culture, and Perspectives 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Analyze the power struggle among 
European countries, and determine its 
impact on people living in Europe and the 
Americas. 

2. Compare and contrast the voluntary and 
involuntary migratory experiences of 
different groups of people, and explain why 
their experiences differed. 

• Read primary source passages from 
Puritans and Pilgrims about their choice to 
migrate to the New World.  Have students 
analyze the reasons why these people 
chose to migrate while referencing the 
passages. 
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6.1 U.S. History: America in the World Era:  Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820s) 

A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Examine the ideals found in the Declaration 
of Independence, and assess the extent to 
which they were fulfilled for women, 
African Americans, and Native Americans 
during this time period. 

2. Evaluate the effectiveness of the 
fundamental principles of the Constitution 
(i.e., consent of the governed, rule of law, 
federalism, limited government, separation 
of powers, checks and balances, and 
individual rights) in establishing a federal 
government that allows for growth and 
change over time. 

3. Determine the role that compromise played 
in the creation and adoption of the 
Constitution and Bill of Rights. 

4. Compare and contrast the Articles of 
Confederation and the United States 
Constitution in terms of the decision- 
making powers of national government. 

5. Determine why the Alien and Sedition Acts 
were enacted and whether they undermined 
civil liberties. 

6. Explain how political parties were formed 
and continue to be shaped by differing 
perspectives regarding the role and power 
of federal government. 

7. Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and 
Bill of Rights on current day issues. 

• Have students work with a partner to 
complete a Constitutional scavenger hunt 
where they must locate specific powers 
assigned to each branch. 

• Have students work with a partner to 
complete a chart puzzle involving the 
various roles and powers located in the 
national government.  Based on the hints 
strategically found throughout the chart, 
students should be able to complete the 
remainder of the puzzle. 

• Recommended video clip: School House 
Rocks 

• Have students create a political 
advertisement for either the Federalists or 
Democratic-Republicans.  

• Provide a list of three controversial, 
Constitution-related issues in the United 
States presently (ex. abortion, death 
penalty, and gun control).  Have students 
write a persuasive essay defending their 
point of view on the subject. 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World Era:  Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820s) 

B. Geography, People, and the Environment 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Assess how conflicts and alliances among • Assign students to small groups and 
provide them with beliefs from six various 
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European countries and Native American 
groups impacted the expansion of the 
American colonies. 

2. Determine the extent to which the 
geography of the United States influenced 
the debate on representation in Congress 
and federalism by examining the New 
Jersey and Virginia plans. 

3. Use maps and other geographic tools to 
evaluate the impact of geography on the 
execution and outcome of the American 
Revolutionary War. 

4. Explain why New Jersey’s location played 
an integral role in the American 
Revolution. 

states (Delaware, New Jersey, South 
Carolina, New York, Virginia, and 
Massachusetts) on how the Constitution 
should be established.  Have students 
compare and contrast the various beliefs 
among the states. 

• Provide students with two blank maps of 
the original thirteen states.  Have students 
create two maps.  One a visual 
representation of the New Jersey Plan and 
another for the Virginia Plan.    

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World Era:  Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820s) 

C. Economics, Innovation, and Technology 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Explain how taxes and government 
regulation can affect economic 
opportunities, and assess the impact of 
these on relations between Britain and its 
North American colonies. 

2. Summarize the effect of inflation and debt 
on the American people and the response of 
state and national governments during this 
time. 

3. Evaluate the impact of the cotton gin and 
other innovations on the institution of 
slavery and on the economic and political 
development of the country. 

• Have students create a poster from a 
colonist’s perspective demonstrating their 
feeling towards British taxation without 
representation.  The poster must detail one 
specific tax or act. 

• Have students complete internet research 
of how a specific product (ex. car) has 
changed in value over the last 100 years.  
Have students graph the price change.  
Then have them research the change of the 
average income over the last 100 years.  
Have them graph this data as well.  Use 
this information to discuss changes in the 
economy as well as inflation.   

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World Era:  Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820s) 

D. History, Culture, and Perspectives 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 



Page	  8	  

	  

	  

 

1. Explain how the consequences of the Seven 
Years War, changes in British policies 
toward American colonies, and responses 
by various groups and individuals in the 
North American colonies led to the 
American Revolution. 

2. Explain why the Declaration of 
Independence was written and how its key 
principles evolved to become unifying 
ideas of American democracy. 

3. Analyze the impact of George Washington 
as general of the American revolutionary 
forces and as the first president of the 
United States. 

4. Analyze how prominent individuals and 
other nations contributed to the causes, 
execution, and outcomes of the American 
Revolution. 

5. Examine the roles and perspectives of 
various socioeconomic groups (e.g., rural 
farmers, urban craftsmen, northern 
merchants, and southern planters), African 
Americans, Native Americans, and women 
during the American Revolution, and 
determine how these groups were impacted 
by the war. 

6. Analyze from multiple perspectives how 
the terms of the Treaty of Paris affected 
United States relations with Native 
Americans and with European powers that 
had territories in North America. 

7. Evaluate the extent to which the leadership 
and decisions of early administrations of 
the national government met the goals 
established in the Preamble of the 
Constitution. 

• Assign students to groups and have them 
create four lists; ten great leaders, ten 
qualities of great leaders, ten poor leaders, 
and ten qualities of poor leaders.  Use this 
information to hold a discussion/debate 
about leadership and connect it George 
Washington as a general and president. 

• Have students write a eulogy/obituary for 
Francis Marion, Marquis de Lafayette, or 
French Foreign Minister Comte de 
Vergennes. 

• Have students create a social media profile 
poster of significant individuals from the 
American Revolution.  Poster should 
include a biography, images, a timeline, 
and a comment section.   

• Have students reword the Preamble to 
make it more current and understandable 
to future generations.   

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World Era:  Expansion and Reform (1801-1861) 

A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 
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1. Explain the changes in America’s 
relationships with other nations by 
analyzing policies, treaties, tariffs, and 
agreements. 

2. Analyze how the concept of Manifest 
Destiny influenced the acquisition of land 
through annexation, diplomacy, and war. 

3. Assess the extent to which voting rights 
were expanded during the Jacksonian 
period. 

• Have students create a timeline of the 
acquisition of the continental United 
States.  Use different colors to represent 
how the land was acquired (for instance 
red through war, green through purchase, 
etc.).  Use this information to examine the 
success of the Manifest Destiny.   

• Provide students with political cartoons 
based on the Jacksonian period.  Have 
students interpret the cartoon for symbols 
and explore for common themes. 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World Era:  Expansion and Reform (1801-1861) 

B. Geography, People, and the Environment 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Assess the impact of the Louisiana 
Purchase and western exploration on the 
expansion and economic development of 
the United States. 

2. Map territorial expansion and settlement, as 
well as the locations of conflicts with and 
removal of Native Americans. 

• Have student create a series of political 
maps from 1800 to 1850 for each decade 
demonstrating America’s growth and 
change. 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World Era:  Expansion and Reform (1801-1861) 

C. Economics, Innovation, and Technology 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Analyze the debates involving the National 
Bank, uniform currency, and tariffs, and 
determine the extent to which each of these 
economic tools met the economic 
challenges facing the new nation. 

2. Explain how major technological 
developments revolutionized land and 
water transportation, as well as the 
economy, in New Jersey and nation. 

3. Analyze how technological innovations 

• Have students create an advertisement (a 
video or a poster) for a new product 
introduced for sale in the early to mid 
1800s. 

• Watch and discuss America: The Story of 
US – Episodes “Westward” and 
“Division” 
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affected the status and social class of 
different groups of people, and explain the 
outcomes that resulted. 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World Era:  Expansion and Reform (1801-1861) 

D. History, Culture, and Perspectives 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Analyze the push-pull factors that led to 
increases in immigration, and explain why 
ethnic and cultural conflicts resulted. 

2. Explore efforts to reform education, 
women’s rights, slavery, and other issues 
during the Antebellum period. 

3. Explain the growing resistance to slavery 
and New Jersey’s role in the Underground 
Railroad. 

• Provide students with census results from 
50 years ago and the most recent copy.  
Have students examine the data, listing all 
noticeable changes.  Have students discuss 
which populations grew and diminished.  
Relate this data to push-pull factors and 
immigration. 

• Setup learning stations around the 
classroom.  Students will move along the 
Underground Railroad and complete 
activities (decoding a hidden message in a 
quilt, responding to questions about 
runaway slaves, etc.) as they progress.   

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World Era:  Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877) 

A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Explain how and why the Emancipation 
Proclamation and the Gettysburg Address 
continue to impact American life. 

2. Compare and contrast the approaches of 
Congress and Presidents Lincoln and 
Johnson toward the reconstruction of the 
South. 

• Have students break down the 
Emancipation Proclamation paragraph by 
paragraph.  For each paragraph, have 
students paraphrase it as well as identify 
strengths and weaknesses of it. 

• Have student create a chart/poster showing 
the various Reconstructions plans, who 
supported them, and the details of the 
plans.  Have students then write an essay 
expressing their support for what they 
believe will be the most successful plan. 
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6.1 U.S. History: America in the World Era:  Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877) 

B. Geography, People, and the Environment 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Determine the role of geography, natural 
resources, demographics, transportation, 
and technology in the progress and 
outcome of the Civil War. 

• Have students evaluate a map of railroad 
track throughout America during the Civil 
War.  Inform student that the Northern 
states controlled most the railroads.  Have 
student list reasons why this was an 
advantage throughout the Civil War. 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World Era:  Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877) 

C. Economics, Innovation, and Technology 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Assess the human and material costs of the 
Civil War in the North and South. 

2. Analyze the economic impact of 
Reconstruction on the South from different 
perspectives. 

• Have students use Excel to create charts 
showing data from the Civil War (ex. 
people killed in North/South/combined, 
people injured, cost of war, etc.).   

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World Era:  Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877) 

D. History, Culture, and Perspectives 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Prioritize the causes and events that led to 
the Civil War from different perspectives. 

2. Analyze critical events and battles of the 
Civil War and determine how they 
contributed to the final outcome of the war. 

3. Examine the roles of women, African 
Americans, and Native Americans in the 
Civil War. 

4. Analyze the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th, 
and 15th Amendments to the United States 
Constitution from multiple perspectives. 

• Have the students become reporters and 
give them topics to investigate.  Have 
some students write articles and others 
collect data and put it in graphical form 
(pie charts, line graph, etc.).  Assemble 
their stories into a newspaper that can be 
distributed to the class. 

• Randomly assign students one of two 
topics.  Students will either have to write 
an essay in support of slavery (from a 
Southern perspective) or against slavery 
(from a Northern perspective).  
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• Recommended film: Lincoln 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century 

Content Statement: All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed 
citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working 
collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected 
world. 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

6.3.8.A Civics, Government, and Human 
Rights  

1. Deliberate on a public issue affecting an 
upcoming election, consider opposing 
arguments, and develop a reasoned 
conclusion. 

2. Participate in a real or simulated hearing to 
develop a legislative proposal that 
addresses a public issue, and share it with 
an appropriate legislative body (e.g., school 
board, municipal or county government, 
state legislature). 

 

6.3.8.B Geography, People and the 
Environment 

1. Evaluate alternative land use proposals and 
make recommendations to the appropriate 
governmental agency regarding the best 
course of action 

 

6.3.8.C Economics, Innovation, and 
Technology 

1. Contact local officials and community 
members to obtain information about the 
local school district or municipal budget 
and assess budget priorities. 

 

6.3.8.D History, Culture, and Perspectives 

• Have students participate in a deserted 
island simulation.  Have the class break 
into two groups and separate them across 
rooms.  Students will be required to create 
handbook, a list of rules for their society, 
and assign community 
jobs/responsibilities.  Students will 
examine not the rules themselves but 
rather how they arrived at these decisions.  
Students will complete a handout 
expressing their level of input while 
working on the handbook and receiving 
their community job/responsibility. 



Page	  13	  

	  

	  

 

1. Engage in simulated democratic processes 
(e.g., legislative hearings, judicial 
proceedings, elections) to understand how 
conflicting points of view are addressed in 
a democratic society. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

The following ELA curriculum areas and instructional activities should be utilized during the 
course of study: 

History/Social Studies 

English Language Arts Standards 
Key Ideas and Details: 

Students will: Suggested Activities 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1 Cite 
specific textual evidence to support 
analysis of primary and secondary 
sources. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or 
information of a primary or secondary 
source; provide an accurate summary of 
the source distinct from prior 
knowledge or opinions. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.3 Identify 
key steps in a text's description of a 
process related to history/social studies 
(e.g., how a bill becomes law, how 
interest rates are raised or lowered). 

• Have student examine Andrew 
Jackson’s letter to Congress concerning 
the Indian Removal Act and Trail of 
Tears. 

• Have students examine the letter sent 
out by William Barrett Travis just prior 
to the Mexican conquest of the Alamo. 

• Have students examine passages from 
the writings of Olaudah Equiano and 
analyze the meaning. 

• Have students examine the Constitution 
and create a graph illustrating how a 
bill becomes a law (or how a bill can 
fail to become a law). 

 

English Language Arts Standards 
Craft and Structure: 

Students will: Suggested Activities 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary specific to 
domains related to history/social 
studies. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.5 
Describe how a text presents 
information (e.g., sequentially, 
comparatively, causally). 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.6 Identify 
aspects of a text that reveal an author's 
point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded 

• Have a “word wall” in the room and 
allow students to add to the wall when 
they come across a word or term in 
their readings that causes them 
confusion.  

• Examine the Declaration of 
Independence and have students 
identify elements about the document’s 
writing format.   

• Have students read a passage about a 
person (Washington, Jefferson, 
Jackson, etc.) and create a timeline of 
key events based on the contents of the 
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language, inclusion or avoidance of 
particular facts). 

reading. 

 

English Language Arts Standards 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 

Students will: Suggested Activities 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., in 
charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or 
maps) with other information in print 
and digital texts. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.8 
Distinguish among fact, opinion, and 
reasoned judgment in a text. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.9 Analyze 
the relationship between a primary and 
secondary source on the same topic. 

• Have students research a specific 
explorer or conquistador (ex. 
Columbus, Cortes, Pizarro, de Leon, 
etc.) and create a storybook (with 
illustrations) about their experiences.   

• Have students collect information on 
immigration census figures during the 
1800s and transform it into a chart (ex. 
pie, line, bar, etc.).  

     

English Language Arts Standards 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 

Students will: Suggested Activities 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.10 By the 
end of grade 8, read and comprehend 
history/social studies texts in the grades 
6-8 text complexity band independently 
and proficiently. 

•   

 

Writing 

English Language Arts Standards 
Text Types and Purpose: 

Students will: Suggested Activities 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.1 
Write arguments focused on discipline-
specific content. 

o CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.1a 
Introduce claim(s) about a topic or 
issue, acknowledge and distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate or opposing 

• Have students write on a controversial 
issue relating to an Amendment (ex. 
gun control, freedom of expression, 
etc.) and defend their point of view on 
the issue.  Paper must include sources 
and a reference page. 

• Have students write from the 
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claims, and organize the reasons and 
evidence logically. 

o CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.1b 
Support claim(s) with logical reasoning 
and relevant, accurate data and 
evidence that demonstrate an 
understanding of the topic or text, using 
credible sources. 

o CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.1c Use 
words, phrases, and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships 
among claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 

o CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.1d 
Establish and maintain a formal style. 

o CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.1e 
Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from and supports 
the argument presented. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.2 
Write informative/explanatory texts, 
including the narration of historical 
events, scientific procedures/ 
experiments, or technical processes. 

o CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.2a 
Introduce a topic clearly, previewing 
what is to follow; organize ideas, 
concepts, and information into broader 
categories as appropriate to achieving 
purpose; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), graphics (e.g., charts, 
tables), and multimedia when useful to 
aiding comprehension. 

o CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.2b 
Develop the topic with relevant, well-
chosen facts, definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other information 
and examples. 

o CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.2c Use 
appropriate and varied transitions to 
create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among ideas and 
concepts. 

o CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.2d Use 
precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain 

perspective of a western settler on their 
way to Oregon, California, or Santa Fe.  
Have students write three fictitious 
journal articles that integrate facts 
about the trails (ex. landmarks, 
locations, diseases, Native Americans, 
etc.). 

• Assign a reading passage and then have 
students outline a specific topic (New 
England religions, Southern agriculture, 
ideas of the Enlightenment/Great 
Awakening, etc.).  

• Provide students with a list of ten 
words/terms that relate to Andrew 
Jackson and the Trail of Tears.  Have 
students write from the perspective of a 
Cherokee Indian who was forcibly 
removed from his/her land and address 
it towards Andrew Jackson.  Student 
will have to incorporate all ten 
terms/words throughout the course of 
their essay (in the correct context).    
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the topic. 
o CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.2e 

Establish and maintain a formal style 
and objective tone. 

o CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.2f 
Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from and supports 
the information or explanation 
presented. 

 

English Language Arts Standards 
Production and Distribution of Writing: 

Students will: Suggested Activities 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.4 
Produce clear and coherent writing in 
which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.5 With 
some guidance and support from peers 
and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well 
purpose and audience have been 
addressed. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.6 Use 
technology, including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing and 
present the relationships between 
information and ideas clearly and 
efficiently. 

• Have students work as newspaper 
reporters.  Have students research a 
multidimensional topic (American 
Revolution, the creation of the 
Constitution, the Civil War, etc.) and 
assign each a specific area to report on.  
Using a page layout program put all 
their articles together to form a 
newspaper that can be copied for 
distribution (or published online).  
Exchange the various newspapers 
between classes. 

 

English Language Arts Standards 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge: 

Students will: Suggested Activities 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.7 
Conduct short as well as more Conduct 
short research projects to answer a 
question (including a self-generated 
question), drawing on several sources 

• Have students collect information from 
a minimum of five trusted adults about 
their feels on taxes.  Have students 
write a passage explain reasons for their 
response.   
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and generating additional related, 
focused questions that allow for 
multiple avenues of exploration. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.8 
Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.9 
Draw evidence from informational 
texts to support analysis reflection, and 
research. 

• Have students research where they fall 
along the political spectrum using the 
internet.  Students will then write an 
essay explain which current political 
party best represents their system of 
beliefs. 

 

English Language Arts Standards 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge: 

Students will: Suggested Activities 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.10 
Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for reflection and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 

• Have students keep a journal where 
once a month they identify a historical 
figure they found interesting.   
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 

The following is a brief outline of course content to be covered. Each unit will include textbook 
reading, PowerPoint Notes, classroom activities, related video, teacher demonstration, and other 
appropriate activities.  

Weeks 1 - 6 
Three Worlds Meet (Beginnings to 1620) 

Week 1-3 Native Americans, Africans, and Europeans 

Week 4-6  European Exploration, Conquistadores 
 

Weeks 7 - 12 
Colonization and Settlement (1585-1763) 

Week 7-8 Early Colonial Settlements  

Week 9-10  Establishment/Division of the Colonies 

Week 11-12 Identity Formation, Roots of Democracy 
 

Weeks 13 - 25 
Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820s) 

Week 13-14 Factors that Lead to the American Revolution, Declaration of 
Independence 

Week 15-16  The American Revolution 

Week 17-18 Early Government, The Articles of Confederation 

Week 19-21 The Constitution, Bill of Rights 

Week 22-23 George Washington’s Term, John Adams’s Term 

Week 24-25 Thomas Jefferson’s Term 
 

Weeks 26 - 31 
Expansion and Reform (1801-1861) 

Week 26 Nationalism, Sectionalism 

Week 27-28  Trails Out West, Texas Revolution, Mexican-American War 

Week 29 North’s Economy, South’s Economy, Technological 
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Improvements 

Week 30-31 Immigration, Reform 
 

Weeks 32 - 36 
Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877) 

Week 32 Antebellum Period, Pre-Civil War Period 

Week 33-34  Civil War 

Week 35-36 Reconstruction 
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INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 

Strategies to Accommodate Gifted and Talented Students 

• Explore curriculum objectives in greater depth. 
• Invoke multi-media resources. 
• Invoke multiple intelligences and Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy in higher-ordered thinking 

skills in all areas of curriculum. 
• Invoke real life problems that students can identify with. 
• Invoke technological resources. 
• Pair Gifted & Talented students with other students to spark dialogue and diverse 

viewpoints. Provide ample examples. 
• Request Gifted & Talented students to model and verbalize processes used to perform 

creative problem-solving. 
• Vary instructional groupings. 

 
Strategies to Accommodate BSIP 

• Increased time on task 
• Individual support 
• Read and re-word directions 
• Shorter assignments 
• Small group instruction 
• Underline, block and use other appropriate methods to identify key words. Use of 

intervention materials to review and re-teach concepts (foundations). 

 
Strategies to Accommodate English Language Learners 

• Encourage student to verbalize steps needed to complete task to check understanding. 
Extend time for assignment completion. 

• Have the students do hands-on activities. 
• Increase verbal response time/opportunity to respond orally. 
• Model and verbalize processes used to solve problems. Note taking assistance 
• Pair ELL students with bilingual speakers. 
• Provide additional instructions. 
• Provide outlines 
• Provide repeated reviews using varied teaching strategies. 
• Read directions and text to students as needed. 
• Reading strategies (peer, guided, small group) 
• Role play and act out. 
• Shorten assignments 
• Use visual diagrams such as pictures, guess and check and/or tables. Vary instructional 

grouping (individual, pair and small groups) 
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Suggested Activities to Differentiate Instruction: 

• Include pictures 
• Include different levels of films 
• Give words or dictate words 
• Use picture/PowerPoint presentations to explore background information and for 

assessments 
• Have the students draw pictures 
• Model appropriate behavior 
• Demonstrate what is expected 
• Break concepts and events into smaller parts and predict the outcomes 
• Tell the students what is expected before the task is given 
• Make sure the student is focused on the task at hand 

  

MATERIALS/ENVIRONMENT 

• Help student concentrate on the main ideas and key details of a film and documentary with 
focus questions. 

• Underline key words/phrases in directions, charts, etc. Use assignments, notebooks and 
prompts. 

 

ASSESSMENTS 

• Allow modifications of time, scheduling or administration of testing. Formal papers and 
essays. 

• Projects using PowerPoint and iMovie. 
• Grade on effort, participation and improvement. 
• Modified test/alternative assessments Ex. True/False, fill in the blanks, matching, short 

essay. Read directions and test to students as needed. 
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Social Studies Grade 7 

 

PROFIENCY LEVELS 

This curriculum is appropriate for all students in grade 7. 

METHODS OF ASSESSMENT 

Student progress and achievements are assessed through a variety of formal methods of 
assessment that include, but are not limited to, the following: 

A. Formal 
1. Teacher-created worksheets/tests/quizzes 
2. Assessment checklists 
3. Work samples 

 
B. Informal 

1. Small group and class discussions 
2. Class participation 
3. Cooperative group work 
4. Projects 
5. Teacher observation 
6. Reading, writing, listening and speaking activities/tasks 

 

C. Teacher/Curriculum Assessment 
This is a living document. Teachers are encouraged to make suggestions for improving 
and changing the curriculum to the Director of Curriculum on an ongoing basis. 
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PROGRAM MODIFICATIONS & ADAPATIONS 

Modifications/Adaptations for General Education & Special Education Classes 
This list represents possible accommodation and modifications for students with special 
needs.  Please refer to individual IEPs for student specific accommodations and 
modifications. 
Environment: 
□ Preferential Seating □ Clear Work Area □ Other (specify) 
Material/Books/Equipment: 
□ Alternate Text □ Consumable 

Workbooks 
□ Modified 
Worksheets 

□ Calculator 

□ Tape Recorder □ Supplementary 
Visuals 

□ Large Print Text □ Manipulatives 

□ Spell Check □ Access to computer □ Assistive Device: (specify) 
___________________   

□ Other: (specify) ______________________________________ 
Instructional Strategies: 
□ Check Work in 
Progress 

□ Immediate 
Feedback 

□ Pre-teach Content □ Extra Drill/Practice 

□ Review Sessions □ Have Student 
Restate Info 

□ Review Directions □ Use Manipulatives 

□ Modified Content □ Provide Lecture 
Notes/Outline   

□ Assign Study 
Partner 

□ Monitor 
Assignments 

□ Provide Models □ Computer Assisted 
Instruction   

□ Repeat Instructions □ Multi-Sensory 
Approach 

□ Highlight Key 
Words 

□ Oral Reminders □ Display Key Vocab □ Visual 
Reinforcement 

□ Pictures/Charts □ Visual Reminders □ Mimed 
Clues/Gestures  

□ Concrete Examples 

□ Use Mnemonics □ Personalized 
Examples 

□ Number Line □ Use Vocab Word 
Bank 

□ Support Auditory Presentations with Visuals □ Other: (specify)    
Organization: 
□ Provide Study 
Outlines 

□ Desktop List of 
Tasks 

□ List Sequential 
Steps 

□ Post Routines 

□ Post Assignments □ Give One Paper at a 
Time 

□ Folders to Hold 
Work 

□ Pencil Box for 
Tools 
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□ Pocket Folder for 
Work 

□ Assignment Pad □ Daily Assignment 
List 

□ Daily Homework 
List 

□ Worksheet Format □ Extra Space for 
Work 

□ Assign Partner  

□ Assistive Device:   □ Other: (specify) 
Tests/Quizzes/Time: 
□ Prior Notice of Test □ Preview Test 

Procedures 
□ Test Study Guides □ Simplify Test 

Wording 
□ Oral Testing □ Shortened Tasks □ Limited Multiple 

Choice 
□ Hands-on Projects 

□ Reduced Reading □ Alternative Tests □ Objective Tests □ Extra Credit 
Options 

□ Extra Time-Written 
Work   

□ Extra Time-Tests □ Extra Time-Projects □ Extra Response 
Time 

□ Modified Tests □ Test Read □ Pace Long Term 
Projects 

□ On Computer 

□ Rephrase Test Questions/Directions □ Other: 
Grading: 
□ No Spelling Penalty □ No Handwriting 

Penalty 
□ Grade Effort + 
Work 

□ Grade Improvement 

□ Course Credit □ Base Grade on IEP □ Base Grade on 
Ability 

□ Modify Grades 

□ Pass/Fail □ Audit Course □ Other: (specify)   
Behavior Management/Support: 
□ Daily Feedback to 
Student 

□ Chart Progress □ Behavior Contract □ Positive 
Reinforcement 

□ Collect Baseline 
Data 

□  Parent/Guardian 
Sign Homework  

□ Set/Post Class 
Rules 

□ Parent sign 
Behavior Chart 

□ Cue Expected 
Behavior 

□ Structure 
Transitions 

□ Break Between 
Tasks 

□ Proximity/Touch 
Control 

□ Contingency Plan □ Contingency Plan 
□ Other: (specify) 
RESOURCES 

A. Speakers 

Teachers are encouraged to contact community groups, parents and organizations to 
obtain speakers to enhance the curriculum with the approval of the administration. 
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B. Technology 

Students shall use computers for independent practice, research and skill development. 
Teachers shall also use appropriate technology to enhance their lessons. 

C. Supplies and Materials 
• Video equipment 
• Computer software 
• Notebooks 
• Art Supplies for projects, plays, etc. Folders 
• Markers, pencils, crayons, journals and a variety of paper 

METHODOLOGIES 

A wide variety of methodologies will be used. The following are suggestions, not limitations, 
as to how the curriculum may be implemented and facilitated: 

• Whole class instruction  
• Small group instruction  
• Independent research  
• Cooperative learning groups  
• Individual assignments  
• Technology-aided instruction 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES 

Students will be provided with many enrichment learning activities through the year. The 
following are suggestions, not limitations: 

• Projects 
• Guest speakers  
• Live performances  
• Library visitations 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Teachers shall continue to improve their expertise by participating in a variety of 
professional development opportunities made available by the Board of Education and other 
organizations. 

INTERDISCIPLINARY INSTRUCTION 

The above curriculum has numerous possibilities for interdisciplinary connections. These 
content areas can be connected with Visual and Performing Arts, comprehensive Health and 
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Physical Education, Language Arts Literacy, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, World 
Languages, Technology and Career Education and Consumer, Family Life Skills and will be 
references by the NJCCCS. 

 

 


